do so. But due protection should be afforded to such
Muslims as wanted to stay in the Indian Union. He
was against the use of force under any circumstances.
Therefore, his ambition was that the evacuees on either
side should return to their homes in honour and safety.
He, for one, would not like to live to witness the per-
petuation of the present unnatural condition.

51
l-ll-547
ABODE OF GOD
The previous day's objector turned up at Gandhiji's
prayer meeting today also. Gandhiji said that he was
glad that the objector only courteously registered his
dissent from the recitation from the Quran. The rest of
the large audience renewed their declaration that they
wmild bear no malice and do no injury to the objector.
The prayer, therefore, went on as usual. Shri Dilip
Kumar Roy sang the bhajan, whose first line, Gandhiji
said, meant that the devotees belonged to the land
where there was neither misery nor sorrow. Gandhiji
explained that in his opinion it had a double meaning.
The one was that they belonged to a country, i.e. India
in which there was neither misery nor sorrow. He could
not recall a time 'when there was no misery nor sorrow
in India. The first meaning, therefore, meant an as-
piration of the poet. The second meaning had reference
to the soul and the body which was its abode. Thus
the soul inhabited a body which was in the language
of the Gita, the abode of true religion and not the abode
of fleeting passions. The condition attached to the
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